
Bob Clayton’s Great, Great, Great Grandfather Stephen Franklin was born in Ba-

singstoke in 1805. When the Basingstoke Borough Police was formed in 1836 Ste-

phen Franklin became the first appointed day constable and his younger brother 

William, became the first appointed night constable. 

What is very interesting is that between 1853 and 1857 Superintendent Stephen 

Franklin kept detailed diaries of his dealings in the police. These diaries have been 

fully transcribed in the book ‘Drunkards, Thieves and Rioters and the Basingstoke 

Borough Police 1836-1889’. Bob is now trying to obtain a copy of the book, which is 

unfortunately out of print at the moment, but he does hope to get a copy at some 

time. Bob is also currently contacting the Hampshire Family History Society with the 

hope of being able to view the original diaries. 



Stephen Franklin’s story does not 

end here, and does not end well. 

Bob believes Stephen Franklin re-

tired from the police in about 

1864 and moved to London, 

where he found a job working on 

the North London railway line. In 

December of that year, while he 

was repairing fencing he was 

struck by a train and severely in-

jured. He was taken to The Lon-

don Hospital but unfortunately 

died as a result of the accident. 

The incident was reported in the 

Berkshire Chronicle on 3rd Dec 

1864. 


