Bob Clayton’s Great, Great, Great Grandfather Stephen Franklin was born in Ba-
singstoke in 1805. When the Basingstoke Borough Police was formed in 1836 Ste-
phen Franklin became the first appointed day constable and his younger brother
William, became the first appointed night constable.

1861 England Census for Stephen Franklin
Hampshire » Basingstoke » District6
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What is very interesting is that between 1853 and 1857 Superintendent Stephen
Franklin kept detailed diaries of his dealings in the police. These diaries have been
fully transcribed in the book ‘Drunkards, Thieves and Rioters and the Basingstoke
Borough Police 1836-1889’. Bob is now trying to obtain a copy of the book, which is
unfortunately out of print at the moment, but he does hope to get a copy at some
time. Bob is also currently contacting the Hampshire Family History Society with the
hope of being able to view the original diaries.



Stephen Franklin’s story does not
end here, and does not end well.
Bob believes Stephen Franklin re-
tired from the police in about
1864 and moved to London,
where he found a job working on
the North London railway line. In
December of that year, while he
was repairing fencing he was
struck by a train and severely in-
jured. He was taken to The Lon-
don Hospital but unfortunately
died as a result of the accident.
The incident was reported in the
Berkshire Chronicle on 3™ Dec
1864.

&t the Urown 4nn, dlucnesier. _
Rarzway AccipENT.—Mr. Stephen Fraoklin, who for |
many years resided io this town, and for & long period |
filled the situstion of saperintendent of the town police,
met with a severe accident on the North London line on
Saturday last. Mr. Franklin, some short time siacs,
obtsined & situation on that compsaoy’s line, and on the
day in question was engeged with two other men in re-
pairing some fencing adjoining the railway. Observing
8 train approaching he stepped into the six.foot way be.
tween the upand down rails,unfortunately not noticinge
, train coming inthe opposite direction. Theengine canght
. him in the side sod knocked bhim completely round. He
ul | fell with his left foot and arm scross the rails, and they
were fright{ully crushed. He was also fonnd to have
l sustained severe injuries on his side. Assistance was
‘1mmoduulyprocnmd and the unfortunate man was st
n | once conveyed tc the London Hospital, where his leg
- ; was found to have been so injured as tounh ampute-
& | tion, which operation wss performed r. Frapklin
d | bes, we regret to say, since died from the effects of the
v accident.
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